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English as an International Language Cultural
Exchange Visit to The Kingdom of Thailand

It is often difficult for students to see the point of using English when everyone
in the class except the NET (Native English Teacher) can speak perfect Cantonese.
However, sending teenage children on a trip to Australia, New Zealand, Canada, the
United Kingdom or United States for the summer vacation is simply not within the
financial reach of most families. Furthermore, after students complete high school
they are increasingly likely to need English for international communication not
only with native speakers of the language but other non-native speakers who cannot
speak Cantonese.

With all of this in mind a summer vacation “English as an International
Language Cultural Exchange Visit” was organized to the Kingdom of Thailand with
the cooperation of Rajamangala University of Technology Bangkok’s Department of
English for International Communication, the Thai Austrian Technical College, and
Indrachai Commercial College with the support of Ho Ngai College (Sponsored by
Sik Sik Yuen) and the Vocational Education Commission of the royal Thai
Government’s Ministry of Education.

Three staff from Ho Ngai College accompanied ten form 6 students on this
program. From beginning to end both students and staff enjoyed the warm
hospitality their Thai hosts provided them with. They also had many formal and
casual opportunities to use English for real communication with staff and students
from the participating institutions. More formal highlights included group
presentations in front of university students and even the vice-president of the
university! More relaxed moments included a luncheon prepared and served by
university students where pairs of Thai and Hong Kong students did us all proud
with their enthusiastic and surprisingly fluent small talk.

It is hoped that with the continued financial support provided by the college
more students will be able to participate in a similar exchange program next year.
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