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A Rising Star-
Lam Chun Yu

Congratulations to 5C(08) Lam Chun Yu, Gary on his outstanding
performance in the recent TOEIC exam, who scored a total of 925 points
and earned the TOEIC Gold certificate for his remarkable achievement.
Earlier this year, Gary was also shortlisted as the top 10 finalists in the
23" Lions International Youth Exchange Scholarship Essay Competition,
winning the opportunity for an overseas exchange experience in summer.
As a frequent participant of Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival,
winner at times, Gary demonstrated his all-round capabilities in various
competitions.

When asked about the preparation work he did before competitions
and exams, Gary emphasised the accumulation of knowledge is vital. As
language acquisition requires time and exposure, Gary ensures a sufficient
English input by reading English novels and watching English YouTube
videos. He also tries to use English on a daily basis by commenting on
YouTube videos, chatting with people in games, or practising on apps
such as Solidmemory or ReadTheory. Apart from that, acknowledging
one’s weaknesses is important for improvements. For example, Gary

always tries to look for example writings online and learn from them in

X
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order to compensate for his lack of exposure to various writing genres,

he also does writing practices whenever he can, which is a necessary
process to consolidate knowledge into long-term memory.

A top tip of learning English vocabulary or grammar rules effectively
is to be proactive about resolving any doubts you have. Whenever you
come across unfamiliar words or language usages, you can do research
online or seek clarification from teachers. Drawing on his experience,
Gary always copies down what he is unsure of on a notepad or take a
screenshot of his readings, so that he will have a record of what he wants
and needs to learn. The key is to be persistent and cultivate a note-taking
habit for points that are easily forgotten.

v Gary loves gaining more knowledge about English and using it to

communicate with foreigners. To him, English is a fascinating language.
As the saying goes “English is easy to learn but hard to master,” despite
his English proficiency level, he considers language learning as a life-long
process, and there are many fascinating English knowledge that is yet to
be explored.

On a final note, Gary believes that learning English bridges the gap
between people and makes making friends and learning about each /
other’s culture more convenient and enjoyable. As one of the official /
languages in Hong Kong, English is undoubtedly crucial for future /
academic and career goals. Regardless of what direction students want to /
pursue in the future, being able to communicate well in English broadens /
their horizons and will make them more competitive in an international %

Z

market.
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Dialogues with Alumni-David

Anew, yet familiar face is seen around = .- =

the campus in this school year. Returning 3
to Ho Ngai College as a teaching assistant ;\
for the English department, Hau Abreu 3 :
Tak-fat, David shares his journey from a

student to a successful university student.

Technological and Higher Education
Institute, majoring in Bachelor of Social
Science (Honours) Sports and Recreation |

Management. David’s aspiration to be a

‘ \0\\
ECRERTY
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sports coach led him to choose this major,

and he enjoys his flexible study life, which
includes many hands-on experiments.
English being the primary language of instruction in lectures can be
a challenge for students who came from Chinese Medium-of-Instruction
\ schools. Having moved to Hong Kong at a young age without knowing
\ a word in Cantonese or English, David struggled with learning when he
\ was at school. Nevertheless, by immersing himself in both languages at
\ school and practicing with classmates every day, his continuous effort has
§ enabled him to become a fluent speaker of both languages. David proved
\

to us that hard work pays off, his perseverance has helped him overcome

various challenges in life.

Apart from learning, his participation in different sports activities,

including the rugby team and the annual athletic meet constitutes an
indispensable part of his university life. These experiences helped him
improve his social skills, build his confidence and become braver in face
of adversity.

David thinks that university life is significantly different from

secondary school life, where there are no uniforms, nor any restrictions on

appearance. With great freedom, comes great responsibility. Being self-

disciplined is to be responsible for your own success. J
} A 4 77 7 7 T T T T T 7T T
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During his time at Ho Ngai College, David also held various leadership

positions, such as Vice-head prefect, president of the English Club, Head
Peer Counsellor, and student union secretary of recreation. He advised
current students to explore new opportunities and join clubs to make new
friends. When in doubt, do not hesitate to reach out to teachers, as they
are always ready to provide students with support and guidance.

David’s future plan is to join the Hong Kong disciplined services. Once /

again, he stresses the importance of persistent effort towards achieving

one's goals and encourages students to never give up on their dreams.

Ho Ngai College is proud of its alumni and wishes them continued %
/

success in their future endeavours.
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World Cup Celebration

The 2022 FIFA World Cup is a major sports event taking place in

Qatar from November to December 2022. Held every four years, 32 teams
around the world will compete in the tournament to be the champion.
Featuring some of the world’s best players and teams on the field, the
game is highly anticipated and enjoyed by billions of football lovers and
audience around the globe. With the grand finale fast approaching,
the Physical Education department and the English Society hosted a
lunchtime activity to celebrate this festive event with all students and
teachers.

Students learnt new words related to sports and competition through

the World Cup word search puzzle. Many of them even successfully

matched different countries to their national flags and won prizes.
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