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Englishi Highlights

Debaling, GCompelition 2021

Hearty congratulations to our English Debate Team!

We are very proud of our school English Debate Team
members Siu Pak Yiu (6A), Mohammad Nasreen (6B)
and Lo Dam (6B) earned third place in UNESCO SDGs
Debating Competition 2021/22, CMI Form Six Division.
The team received their motion and conducted extensive
research on the given topics. They have worked
tirelessly to prepare and practice their scripts.

Finally, their
perseverance paid ==
off after several \/
months of hard
work, and they returned
home with medals.

Siu Pak Yiu

Ho Ngai Collogo (Sponsered by Sik Sik Yuon)
Place in CMI s

Third
UNESCO SDGs Debating Comy

ivision
ion (2021/22)
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Qunaal

| Our English Debating
Team has demonstrated

their excellent debating
and speech delivery
skills through active
participation in debating
competitions all these ‘
years. We are glad to m e
see our list of budding S Kot Pl
debaters growing =

each year. Debate is
an excellent activity for English learning because it engages
students in a variety of cognitive and linguistic ways. Additionally,
it is a great way to learnhow to effectively argue and
write persuasive letters and
oy W speeches. Moreover, debating
skills also help to sharpen
\ students’ abilities in
pronunciation, vocabulary,
and fluency.

nnnnnnnnn

Ho Ngai College (Sponsored by Sik Sik Yuen)
Third Place in CMI Form Six Division
UNESCO SDGs Debating Competition (2021/22)

Massive congratulations
to our girls on their great
performances once again. We hope their success will further
inspire and encourage our students to engage in debating and
other critical-thinking exercises.

‘
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In response to the ongoing Covid-19 outbreak, the Hong Kong School
Speech Festival once again held the competition via video submission
rather than live competition. As part of our efforts to strengthen our
students' confidence and expand their knowledge of the English language,
we have enrolled a total of 28 students in the Hong Kong Schools Speech
Festival English events this year.

As the video format was a big advantage to some students, it was
still a challenge. Students had to make sure to keep eye contact with the
camera, others found it hard to be motivated as there was no interaction
between them and the adjudicator and
they didn’t know how their competitors
were doing. On the other hand, it was
a valuable learning opportunity for our
students as they were given feedback
from the teachers which helped them to
identify specific areas of improvement
and ways to make changes.

All in all, we are grateful for our
student’s hard work, and thanks to all the
teachers for their invaluable guidance
and support, we are pleased to announce
our awardees Tan Jing Xuan, second place, Lam Chun Yu, third place
in New Feature Presentation and 26 recipients, all awarded the Certificate
of Merit. Congratulations to all our students once again for their incredible
performances and for making us proud through their achievements.

5B Tan Jing Xuan 2nd place, 4C LAM CHUN YU 3rd place, ﬂ
| Certificate of Merit, Certificatejof,Merit,
Solo Prose Reading, Non-Open New FeaturePresentation e
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Certificate of Meritin
Solo Prose Reading




54 Presentations ~ Australia

Presentation skills are one of the essential skill sets needed for
students in secondary school. In order to help our students improve
their presentation skills, they are encouraged to use systematic methods
to facilitate their presentations in the classroom. It also helps students
develop professionalism in the learning environment and for their future. In
the age of rapid technological advancement, students can enhance their
presentation skills by using high-tech equipment such as iPads or laptops,
thus improving their ability to present information in a professional manner.

Our S4 students achieved better presentation skills in various respects.
They were more capable of coming up with better ideas, finding up-to-date
information, and developing creative thinking. It was also common to see
them using slides or other sources while presenting.Moreover, it helped
students form a good balance between working with different students as
they learnt how to communicate, and for students working on their own,
they learnt how to allocate their time to different parts of a project.

All in all, students become more familiar with their own researched
country. They learnt about the culture of other countries by listening to
and participating in various presentations through practice sessions. Apart
from that, students also overcome some of their communication fears,
for instance, communicating in their respective groups or presenting their
information orally in front of the entire school.

Let’'s read about what our S4 students have to say about their
experiences on stage as presenters and some tips provided by them for an
effective oral presentation:

4A Angel Fong Wing Ying

| was looking forward to the Australia presentation. This is a great
opportunity for me to practice my English and | will have a chance to speak
English in front of my teachers and schoolmates. As | stood behind the
stage curtains, | felt a bit nervous because | thought if | wasn't able to speak
well or made mistakes during the presentation, it would be embarrassing
and the presentation wouldn't be perfect.

My presentation went == o
well after | calmed myself ons in $y41EY ‘1:’“‘""’;:;;4 oo
down. | used my best R I
effort to face teachers ¢4
and classmates. | felt | | =t
had done my very best in :
the presentation.




. 4B Maskeen Khan

A Nervous Day Of My Life

It was my very first time
presenting about Australian culture
in my secondary school, as | had
never done it before, | was very
nervous about it.

Before the presentation, me,
my English teacher Miss Wong and
my partner Simon prepared the
presentation about Australia. We did
a lot of research and learned about
Sydney’s skydiving and the Harbor
Bridge Climb. | chose to talk about
Skydiving in Sydney as it is a very
adventurous activity.

The night before, | practiced
for about an hour to increase my
confidence and get well prepared.
My family, especially my dad, has
helped me a lot. He taught me
difficult words and timed me during
the practice.
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On the day of the presentation,
| came to school early and practiced
in front of our teachers. Miss

W W W .

English Highlights

Wong helped me a lot. There were
many words that were difficult to
pronounce so Miss Wong corrected
me. Suddenly the bell rang and
all the students entered the hall to
prepare to hear our presentation.
As | stood on the stage, | saw the
school hall was completely packed,
my heart was beating like a racing
car. | was scared as if the lion was
in front of me. Thanks to my partner
Simon, he told me a joke and made
me laugh. Simon has always been
a good friend of mine. He has done
a lot to keep me relaxed and not to
feel nervous. A minute later, it was
my turn, | presented confidently and
| was really proud of myself.

| was scared and worried
all day long for the two-minute
presentation. However, after the
presentation, | was very happy that
all teachers were proud of us. Not
only that, | felt | was fortunate that
the teachers chose me to do the
presentation. It was my very first
experience. | would like to express
my thanks to all the teachers for
believing in me. | hope in the future
| will be given more opportunities
and I'm sure | will be able to speak
with greater confidence and joy.
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4C Gary Lam Chun Yu

Preparing for the
presentation about Australia
with my classmates was a fun
and enlightening process, just like
any other project.

My English teacher informed
me of the presentation after the
morning assembly, | then started to
research on how | should complete
it. It's true that being a host means
| don’t have to make plans for a
PowerPoint presentation but | still
had to find a way to write my own
script. Luckily, my English teacher
had asked to hear how my speech
in supposed to go, so that | could
be given tips and the “green light”
to continue on my project. As soon
as | got home, | started watching
American talk shows to get a good
grasp of how to be natural without
reading a script. First of all, the host
has to be amiable, entertaining,
energetic, and witty when the
opportunity arises, so | tried my best
to grasp it all and put it to action in
my script.

| have some experience
hosting for my school. During that
time, as a rookie host, | stumbled
upon words, mispronounced
people’s names, or had technical
difficulties which made me look
like a fool on stage, needless to
say it still makes me feel nervous
in a way. However, in contrast to
my expectations | actually pulled
through the presentation with minor
errors along the way. Overall, it was
a pretty successful presentation.
But this wouldn’t have succeeded
if everyone hadn't worked hard that
day.

The whole presentation
encompasses students from all

three
classes of Form 4, and for many,
this was their first time going on
stage holding a mic presenting to
hundreds of students and dozens
of teachers. It was nerve-wracking
to say the least, and scarier when
our practice sessions consisted of
only 3 to 4 times. | can vividly recall
that during our first practice, some
people would just ghost us, a few
students would arrive late due to
extracurricular activities, detention,
or simply forgot to come at all,
sometimes we forgot to take into
account for vital things such as who
would switch the slides for the PPT,
it was decided | would do it right
after hosting, so | needed to jump
in and out with impeccable timing
during intervals.

The practice session was long,
but it was worth it at the end of the
day, the presenters were using
their own PPT or ones made by our
teacher in charge. We did everything
we could. Most of us were fluent in
our respective roles, for instance,
| fixed my script to make it easier
to understand, my classmates also
deleted unnecessary words and
examples and one of our teachers
also volunteered to switch slides on
the PPT, and so we went on stage
and presented our topic. Although,
the ending was a bit off track, but
the overall presentation went great.
It was a very interesting and fun
experience for me, and | think | can
say the same for my classmates.



English Highlights

In December our school held a
presentation about Australia in the
English morning assembly for Form
4 class. | was honoured to be part of
a group representing the 4C class
with my good friend April. | would
like to share about my experience
working on this presentation.

Firstly, my good friend April
and | split the job. | introduced
the topic, we were in charge
of Australian culture and she
introduced Aboriginal. It was my
turn to talk about the language of
Aboriginal. Finally, she introduced
the boomerang. We divided our
work and searched for information
on the Internet, and organised the
information together, and at last set
suitable time to practice.

Our group was the last group
to give the presentation. When
| saw the crowd, | was holding
the microphone and feeling very
nervous. Then, | took a deep
breath to calm myself down. Finally,

When | heard we had to give a
presentation about Australia to the
whole school. | was little nervous at
first because | had to give a speech
in front of so many people. Adding
on, | had to prepare
the speech all by
myself. During
the preparation
process, my
partner Julie and
| learned a lot of
interesting things
about Australian

the entire
presentation
had come to
an end.

In my opinion, | have learned
a lot from this presentation. For
example, while preparing with my
friend April, | learned the importance
of teamwork. We can encourage
each other and help each other with
their shortcomings. Apart from that,
when we got on stage, | overcame
my nervousness, exercised my
guts, and increased my self-
confidence.

Last but not least, | would like
to express my sincere thanks to
school and teachers for giving me
this precious opportunity. | would
also like to thank to my good friend
April, who helped me a lot during
the preparation of this presentation.
| hope that all schoolmates can
seize the opportunity to prove
themselves, no matter what the
result is, there will always be gains.

culture. We also encouraged each
other. At last, the final report also
went well.

This experience gave me the
courage to fully acquire the ability
to express myself. | think it's a
valuable experience for me. | hope
that our school can continue to
organize similar activities in the
future so that we can have more
opportunities to learn English and
improve our skills.
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English Enbhancement Class

The DSE English Speaking Preparation Workshop for S4 was held
on Saturdays. The purpose of this activity was to provide extra training
to our students for Paper 4 which cover ten percent of their overall DSE
English grade. Students were taught acing the paper with important
techniques for instance “Elaborating on their ideas”, “Asking for specific
responses” and “Inviting others to speak” .

This speaking practice also allowed students to further familiarize
themselves with the procedures of the speaking exam, and to improve
their speaking skills with group-mates of different English language
proficiency. Students were all given ten minutes to prepare notes on
the topic and then given another eight minutes to discuss the question,
just like in the HKDSE.

Apart from that, Part B Individual Response test student’s ability
to improvise. They were taught to use the helpful formula to make sure
they weren’'t missing anything: stance + reasons + examples / evidence
/ experience + details. Students were encouraged to link their own
experience to the questions and look at different angles and consider
the issue from different perspectives. All in all, the workshop was a
great opportunity for all participants to practice their group discussion
skills in an authentic and timed environment.

Before this English class,
| never wanted to speak in
English because | lacked
confidence and afraid to make
mistakes. But now | felt the
more you practice, the easier
it will be to speak English with
others. Gradually, | feel speaking English is not actually so difficult. My
teacher encouraged me to do my best and advised me to express my
point of views using simple, casual English during the discussion.

All my group members have also made me feel at ease during
discussion. | could boldly say what | felt during the activity. Besides,
learning to express my own thought, | also learnt how to cooperate with
classmates to finish the topic. This English class taught us to become
more familiar with the types of questions and techniques. Now in our
spare time we will talk in English and use some new words in our
conversation. | felt | have improved my English so much.

All'in all, I would like to thanks our school for providing this English
class for us. It was an engaging experience. | hope | can join similar
class again and further expand my knowledge in English language.

4CiZhang|Lee Ki
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| have an
unforgettable
teacher, she
teaches me and
my classmates
English every
Saturday. | am
grateful for her. She taught us plenty of English vocabulary, she
makes us smarter. Undoubtedly, | feel that she is a good teacher.

The school provided us the opportunity to learn English, so |
felt joyful. Although | thought it was boring, but | did study hard.
We sometimes have dictations on words such as 'eye-opening’,
'precious’, 'spectacular' and so on. If you don’t do well, you will
have to recopy the words several times. | believe as long as you
study hard, you will get high marks.

Moreover, she also taught us on how to @
write articles which include, the introduction,

body paragraphs and conclusion. She was
explaining to us that there were some words
with the same meaning, for example, 'online
shopping and 'buying online' had the same
meaning. Pros, advantages and benefits also
had the same meaning.

In my leisure time, | enjoy spending time with my family and
friends, but during that time | also enjoyed studying English, as it
makes me smarter. Another advantage of studying English is that
it helps us save time. During our leisure time, we can also review
what the teacher
taught us. We should
study hard because
English is very
important to us.

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
y

It was a precious
thing for having free
Saturday classes. |
cherished the learning
opportunity provided
by our school and did
make the best use of the time in class to lay a good foundation. |
will advise our schoolmates to devote more time in English. All in
all, I'm grateful to the teacher for her hard work and gratitude for
her teaching. | will study hard for English.

4C:Wang Kin!Wang
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BEE | (852)2441 7100 (BE) 15219432012 (ER)
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