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THAILAND TRIP REFLECTION YAU Yau (2A 25)

I took part in our school’s English excursion to Bangkok in late March
and early April. We stayed in Bangkok for 5 days which was a really

a great experience for me. Let me share some of the highlights with
you. Everybody was so excited to be on this trip. And despite the hot
weather, we all had an amazing time. We stayed in a nice hotel and I
had two lovely roommates: Erica and Zita.

On the second day we went to the Ancient City theme park. We rode
bikes around this park and enjoyed the views. At lunch time, we ate
curry rice which was very delicious. Then we did a little souvenir
shopping and everything was amazingly cheap!

We visited Rajamangala University of Technology Krungthep on the
next day where we made PowerPoint presentations in a specially
fitted out flight attendant training room that looked a bit like inside
an aircraft. I was nervous. Then we had lunch at the university
restaurant. The staff of the restaurant were all university students
who were doing practical on-the-job training there.

On the following day we went to Eamlaor Vocational College which was
a bit like an IVE college in Hong Kong. I was pleased that I met a new
partner there. She was a shy and quiet girl but we chatted happily when
we visited the Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall. This was an

amazing Italianate marble palace. That evening we had dinner and
enjoyed a classical Thai dance show together.

On the last day, we played the Escape Hunt Game near the Terminal 21
shopping mall. We were given clues to complete a detective mission.
This game was very challenging but with the help of the game assistant,
we finally accomplished the task and solved the crime!

Finally we headed to the airport after lunch, but I was very careless,
and got lost while waiting for the train. I was mesmerized by the
scenery and didn’t board the skytrain with everyone else! Then
everybody was looking for me. I was really sorry that I caused trouble
to my schoolmates and teachers but so relieved when skytrain staff
escorted me to reunite with the group, so we could all catch our flight
just in time.

I really miss my Thai partner and I think I will go the Thailand again in
the near future.

What a wonderful way to practise my English!

N

FIVE FANTASTIC DAYS IN THAILAND
Erica WONG Yuen-lai (2A 23)

On 28th March 2015, I went to Thailand with a group made up mostly
of Form 4 and Form 5 students, and our head English teacher, Ms
Cheng and native-speaking English teacher (NET), Mr Murray. It was
my first time to take a plane, so, I was very nervous.

We arrived in Bangkok at about 4.00 p.m. and went straight to the
riverfront where we met our Thai partners from Rajamangala
University of Technology Krungthep at the ferry pier. After a warm
welcome from the Thai staff and students each of us was assigned a
Thai partner. Mine was a girl. She had a lovely smile and was very
kind. We got along well with each other and had dinner in a Thai
restaurant where we enjoyed a classical Thai puppet show of which we
took many photos.

On the second day, we went to the Ancient City of Theme Park
where we rode bicycles around the park trying to find the answers to
questions that were text messaged to each group. We then had to
text back either a photo or answer to the question which could be
found somewhere in the park.

On the third day, we did a presentation on Hong Kong Culture.

I felt nervous and my hands were shaking when I was holding the
microphone. After this we had lunch at the university restaurant.
After which we went to the zoo where we were very happy and relaxed.

On the fourth day, we met a new Thai partner institution and visited
the Grand Palace free of charge which was a great honour arranged by
the Thai college for us as foreigners usually need to pay to an entry fee
to this popular tourist attraction. The temples there were very
beautiful and I learned some Thai history from our official guide.

On our last day in Bangkok we played the Escape Hunt Game which
was a problem-solving activity. After lunch with the Thai students at
the nearby Terminal 21 shopping mall, we went to the airport. Some
university and vocational college students even saw us off at the
airport. We waved to them and had trouble stopping a flood of happy
tears.

I gained lot from this trip and built up friendships with the Thai
students and some of my fellow schoolmates. I could also gain lots of
practise in speaking English. I must really thank the school for giving
me this valuable opportunity to experience life abroad. I'm sure I'll go
to Thailand again.
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A VERY DIFFERENT EXPERIENCE . 4) ~ MY FIRST OVERSEAS FRIENDS
-
d Although I had been to Thailand before this school excursion to - My recent school excursion to Thailand was a really eye opening
Bangkok was a very different experience as I was able to interact more experience. Indeed, I learned many new things on this trip.
with local Thai people this time. p
. In my opinion, one of the most enjoyable activities was the time
- On the first evening, at Asiatique Night Market, my Thai partner was we spent at the Ancient City theme park. At this enormous park we
a lovely girl with a beautiful clear and fair-skinned complexion. This needed to rlde. blcycle.s around with Thai partners to find out the
surprised me at first as I had previously thought that all Thai people - answers to quiz questions that were texted to us. In order to
had olive or dark brown complexions. She also had a beautiful smile. complete this quiz we needed to race other groups around the park
Although she wasn’t talkative she was really friendly and took good mn searc}} of.answers. The bullqlngs we saw throughout t}}e parlf were
2 care of me. Indeed she proved a wonderful guide. vary varied in colour and architectural style but all were incredibly
. beautiful in their own way. Indeed, this was an amazing place to
d — — — take photos of my school mates and new Thai friends together with
) After she finished her c}asses on a}nothelj day and joined our activities ‘ incredible backdrops.
she bought me a cup an icy cold drink which was so thoughtful of her
- and helped me cope with the hot weather that day much better.

- The Thai boy who was my partner for this activity has become my
¢ o . . first ever foreign friend. We chatted together about my school, and
pi Ir-1deed, this trip was full of wonder.ful. surprises such as the Ancient o my life in Hong Kong. So I didn’t feel bored, and really enjoyed my
J City theme park which featured building and monuments from each time with this Thai partner. I even enjoyed getting used to his Thai

region of Thailand. This was very interesting for me as I wanted to
a learn about Thai culture. The park was so big but thankfully we had
bicycles to get around its numerous attractions.

accented English. We were always laughing and helping each other.
Indeed, he was very friendly and helpful.

Undoubtedly, I gained a lot of experiences and knowledge
throughout this excursion. Besides seeing lots of different styles of
Thai buildings, and making new Thai friends, I got to use so much
English every day and learned a lot of new English words. In fact,
' - this trip helped my breathe life into the English I had been studying
- for so many years from textbooks and worksheets, but have had few
3 opportunities to really put to use like this.

I hope to visit Thailand again, and feel motivated to put more
vigorous effort into my English studies after this trip.

THE HIGHLIGHT OF MY TRIP >

The highlight of the Thailand English excursion for me was the
Ancient City theme park. It was such a very big park. In fact,
because it was too big to walk around, we used bicycles to get

% around. <

My Thai partner was called An, and she was
very friendly. If I had something that I didn’t
know, she was always happy to patiently
explain it to me. ’

P

w

Throughout this trip, I could learn many things
that I would probably never get to study in
Hong Kong such as Thai the etiquette required 5
when visiting Thai temples which included
taking off our shoes before we could go inside
to view the amazing golden interiors of these
truly amazing structures.
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THAILAND TRIP IMPRESSIONS

- We had so many wonderful experiences during my five days in Thailand
that we really weren’t ready to return to Hong Kong on the last day!

€ DIFFERENT EXPERIENCES IN A FAMILIAR LOCATION As soon as we arrived we caught the Airport Link and BTS Skytrain to
fr the ferry pier to meet the Thai studnets who would be our guides for
- the evening’s activities.

We visited lots of amazing places in Bangkok but let me introduce ¢

r you to just a few of the highlights. . After meeting our Thai student partners we caught a ferry together

/ along the very scenic Chaophraya River to the Asiatique night market.

The first is Siam Square which I liked the most. This is a shopping - There we went to a very special Thai restaurant with a famous classical
and entertainment area in Bangkok connected to other shopping Thai puppet show where we were delighted to find our favourite Tom

v g areas by a skywalk and footbridges, in addition to a skytrain. It was - Yum Kung among the dishes on offer.
an area very popular with young people as it is right next to the ‘
oldest university in Thailand, and at the junction of the two ‘ -~ After dinner, the Thai students guided us around the night market

skytrain lines. which had many interesting products such as exotic snacks, and cheap

~ clothing among other things. Indeed, it was an excellent place to buy
souvenirs. After browsing through the market stalls we took a group
photograph at the pier and took the ferry, skytrain and shuttle van back
to our hotel.

The second place I really must mention is the Ancient City theme
park. It was such fun cycling around this enormous landscaped -
collection of architectural highlights from Thailand’s past from each
region of the kingdom. Indeed, it was like a mini-Thailand. Riding : " -
J through this park was a great way to get out of the city and enjoy

Over the next four days we enjoyed many varied attractions including
some fresh air. fr

the amazing Ancient City theme park, and Grand Palace, as well as the
z00. And, of course we had time for shopping in both the Platinum Mall
which was full of cheap clothing, and the shopping malls that surround
Siam BTS Skytrain station. The time we spent here was just perfect for
buying gifts.

Throughout this five day school excursion we had Thai student
partners. Each of my partners were nice and friendly and took good
care of me.

We really appreciate the efforts of the Thai teachers and students who

Instead of using coaches each day, we mostly made use of public

(=R e P
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transport. This certainly, added interest to the trip, and gave us a
better taste of the local people and lifestyle as well as keeping costs
down so that we could enjoy more activities. The activities with the
Thai students helped me develop my team work skills and patience
as well as English.

Although this wasn’t my first trip to Thailand, it was quite

different to my previous trips because of the activities with local

Thai students, and varied places we experienced. Indeed, I have great
memories of this trip to Thailand and really enjoyed my time there.
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helped to give us such a wonderful and varied range of experiences in
Thailand. We hope to have the opportunity to participate in an
excursion there again and meet our new Thai friends again.
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AN EXCURSION TO REMEMBER

I think the highlight of my Bangkok excursion was the visit to the
Grand Palace. This palace featured so many beautiful buildings and
artworks. I was especially impressed by the details and colourful
murals that covered some of the walls in this palace. Indeed, this
palace is definitely a must see for every tourist that visits the
kingdom of Thailand.

And yet, despite the amazing things to see, I think it was the human
contact we had with our Thai student partners that made this trip
much better than anything you might get on a package tour. I was
especially happy with my Thai partner called Pond who took me
shopping, and to a local food court. We had fun communicating
with each other in English.

However, the most precious thing I gained from this trip was not an
appreciation of Thai culture, or the opportunity to practise English,
but the friendships I developed with my Thai student partners.

Throughout this trip each of us had a Thai student partner each day.

This person-to-person contact was most certainly the most
memorable part of this excursion to the Land of Smiles!
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