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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT UPDATE

The English Department at Ho Ngai College (Sponsored by Sik Sik Yuen) is
highly collegial and strives to build upon past successes whilst also facilitating
ongoing staff and curriculum development that helps ensure lessons match
the interests and abilities of students and integrate the latest technologies into
lessons so as to ensure that our students have ample opportunities to develop
both general English competency and emerging digital literacies. Learner
autonomy for lifelong learning is encouraged both in class and through
participation in various extracurricular activities both in Hong Kong and
abroad. In short, our enthusiastic and hard-working English teachers provide a
myriad of opportunities for students to motivate themselves to achieve a high
level of English proficiency.

SUCCESS IN COMPETITIONS
English Debating

In only our third year of English debating we managed to get a record number
of teams in the HKPTU Debating Competition Grand Finals earning CMI 1st
Runner-Up trophies for Form 1 &2, Form 3 & 4 and Form 6 divisions. Our
students also assisted with the HKPTUDC EMI Grand Finals at City University
of Hong Kong where our NET who is Coordinator of the EMI Competition
was emcee. The debating year was completed by an inaugural inter-house
debating competition and Gold Coast Hotel buffet luncheon for all the 19th
HKPTU Debating Competition and inter-house debating competition grand
finalists. The school also hosted two HKPTU English debate training days
which trained primary and secondary adjudicators, coaches and students from
across Hong Kong.
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69" Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival

Our students again excelled in the Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival
with Hinkson Aaron Leo and Sufia Bi earning 2nd Places in their respective
sections of the S5 Solo Prose Reading, and Abdul Omar Choudhry and Ng
Tsz Yau Yonus taking 3rd Places in their respective S3 Solo Prose Reading
sections. Overall, the Ho Ngai contingent earned 28 Merits and 6 Certificates
of Proficiency as a result of their truly outstanding performances in the genres
of Solo Verse Speaking, Solo Prose Reading and Dramatic Duologue.
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USING ENGLISH ABROAD

Dungog High School Excursion

Friday 18th May 2018 twelve students and two English teachers departed
for a 10 day English excursion to Australia. This was our school’s second
consecutive homestay and school placement programme at Dungog High
School, a regional New South Wales government school in the heart of the
Hunter Region’s rural dairy and timber country, previous English excursions
having been to Bangkok, Singapore and Sydney. On the weekends before and
after the week at Dungog the group enjoyed some of the highlights of Sydney
including the magnificent Queen Victoria Building (QVB), Sydney Tower Eye,
Sydney Opera House, Circular Quay, Luna Park, Taronga Zoo, The Rocks,
Darling Harbour and spectacular views of the Sydney Harbour Bridge and
Sydney Harbour. Even the trip to and from Dungog on the XPT express
passenger train was an unforgettable experience in itself as it passed through
Sydney, across the picturesque Hawkesbury River and Central Coast before
passing through the City of Newcastle at the mouth of the Hunter, on its way
up to the township of Dungog.
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e-LEARNING IN ENGLISH LESSONS
Amazon Kindle & Apple TV pilot

Mainland recent arrivals were treated to a language arts course which included
nursery rhymes, Christmas carols, poetry, limericks and cartoons before
piloting the use of Amazon Kindle eBook and immersion reading technologies.
This allowed students to read the classic American children’s story, Charlotte’s
Web by E. B. White with synched dictionaries as well as a professionally
narrated Audible companion audiobook with real-time highlighting of words
as they are read aloud. Finally, students got to watch sections of the 2006
Charlotte’s Web movie on Apple TV enhancing their ability to face school-
based assessments (SBA) in both print and film later on, and whetting their
appetite to finish reading and watching this classic during their summer
vacations.

RECENT ARRIVAL BRIDGING COURSES

BUILDING LEARNER AUTONOMY
Special Saturday English Course

Additional English lessons have been held for recent arrivals from Mainland
China on Saturdays. These have placed students in English proficiency
level based groupings for either remedial support or extension. In addition
to developing reading, writing, listening and speaking skills students have
been encouraged to develop greater learner autonomy by developing their
dictionary skills.
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EXTENSIVE IN-SERVICE CURRICULUM DEVELOP

TRAINING
EDB Curriculum Development Officer (2015 - 2018)

English staff have been working with an EDB language support officer to
review school-based curriculum development and foster collaborative lesson
planning and materials development. The range of teaching strategies
deployed through this project have helped to increase student motivation and
their willingness to cooperate in classes. The integration of life and career
planning into the junior English curriculum has also helped motivate students
to strive towards achieving personal and career-related goals.




School Activities (April~June)

13-04-2018 Melodies of Love
Joint School Concerts

o ~ﬂ"l'—
Ui
Ll

16-04-2018 M+ Rover Tour
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22-04-2018 2" Hong Kong
3D Mapping Festival
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21-05-2018 Community Youth Club
Tuen Mun District Presentatlon Day

27-05-2018 2018 5" Asia International
Diabolo Cup
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English Excursion to Australia 2018

During May 2018 several students from
Ho Ngai College (Sponsored by Sik Sik
Yuen) joined an English excursion to
Sydney and Dungog, New South Wales,
Australia. Although students spent a couple
of wonderful days exploring around the
picturesque Sydney Harbour, the unanimous
feeling of participants was that the highlight
of the trip was the homestays and school
placement in Dungog. Indeed, the warm
country hospitality shown to the group made
this an unforgettable experience for all.

Students’ reflections

My experience of studying and staying in Dungog, Australia
for six days was truly unforgettable. [ndeed, | thoroughly
enjoyed all the activities and lessons there. Highlights
included visits to a farm and zoo. However, it was the
Australian people that impressed me most with their
easygoing friendly outlooks. lbefore the trip, | felt nervous
because || m not really good at English and [ was afraid
of what would happen if | couldn’ t communicate with
my Australian classmates, teachers and homestay family.
Luckily, my fears were unwarranted. For towards the end
of the trip, | even became close friends with some of the
Dungog High School students and undoubtedly, these new
friendships made my immersion experience so much more
memorable. What a wonderful experience!

Yonus Ng (3C)
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The Australian excursion for me proved the truth of the
saying that ‘time flies when you are having fun’ ! | had
heard lots of people say that Australia was a beautiful
and fantastic place and even heard a presentation from
students who had gone on the previous Dungog excursion
but even this didn’ t prepare for the stunning natural
beauty of Australia’ s urban and rural landscapes. My
homestay family taught me about Australian history,
traditional customs and food. | learned how to throw a
boomerang, make a pancake and lots about native Australian
animals  habitats. Unsurprisingly, through participating
in such fun activities my spoken English improved a lot
during my time in Dungog. [ am very thankful that [ was
chosen for this overseas school placement and homestay
programme.

Sam Li (§C)

How better to learn about English native speakers’
language and culture than a homestay and school
placement in rural Australia? | can tell you, there is no
better way. The people of Dungog are amazing hosts and
my homestay family was just wonderful arranging all kinds
of activities for us, including watching the stars in the
night sky, playing football and riding horses. And of course,
this country hospitality extended to the vivacious and
friendly students of Dungog High $chool. Indeed, [ learned
a lot from them and their more relaxed relationships with
their teachers. And, [ will never forget my time in $ydney
before and after the week in Dungog. What a vibrant and
picturesque city with its glorious harbour, Opera House and
Harbour l3ridge with its high-rise skyscrapers standing in
stark contrast to (ts grand Victorian architecture such
as the Queen Victoria luilding. This excursion really
broadened my horizons!

Davis Wong (§C)
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Our family is a circle of
strength and love. With
every birth and every union,
the circle will grow. Every
joy shared adds more love,
every crisis faced together

makes the circle stronger.
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Address : No.8, Oi Ming Lane, Tuen Mun, N.T., Hong Kong.
T  §5:(852)-2441-7100 (FH) 15219432012 (BA)
E B (852)-2441-6753 (&E)

web * www.hongai.edu.hk  email * info@hongai.edu.hk



